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Introduction
Welcome to the new edition of the Future Classroom Lab newsletter. The newsletter is produced in
collaboration with the Future Classroom Lab and three, European Commission funded projects coordinated by
EUN: CPDLab, Living Schools Lab and Creative Classrooms Lab. The common theme linking them all is embedding
the pedagogical use of ICT in teaching and learning across the whole school.
The newsletter raises the visibility of each of these projects, to share their results and news with a much wider
group of teachers, schools and policy makers interested in the field of rethinking teaching and learning through
the use of technology.
Hopefully, this will be a positive development for you!
Best regards,
Future Classroom Lab team
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Dialogue on the future of education
In recent years, emerging technologies and advances in pedagogical practices
have led to significant advances in the field of education, but there still remains
room to innovate in delivering the best possible education for the next
generation of pupils. There appears to be an emerging consensus among
education stakeholders that a more holistic approach, rather than a top-down strategy, is required to introduce
innovation to the teaching and learning process.
 Read more here

17 industry partners… and growing
Just over a year after the Future Classroom Lab opened, we are now able to
integrate technology solutions from 17 industry partners both in workshops
and briefings for policy makers as well as in training courses for teachers. The
new recent partners include Samsung, Gaia Technologies and Cisco.
 Read more here

Future Classroom Lab Interview Series
launched
What will emerging trends in technology mean for the way in which we teach
and learn in the future? How will developments affect the classroom dynamic,
and the manner in which we teach and learn? Each month, the Future
Classroom Lab will feature an interview with an expert from an area of the field of education. Don’t miss the the
two first interviews with Lord Puttnam, Chancellor of the Open University, and Tim Pearson, technologist and
former CEO of RM Education.
 Read more here

New publication: Today's and tomorrow's
challenges and opportunities for the teaching
profession
The evolving role of the teaching profession and the role of teacher networks in
response to changing skills needs in society are discussed in a new book, "Teacher
Network - Today's and tomorrow's challenges and opportunities for the teaching profession". The book argues
that teachers can be the main change agents for reform in education, provided that they are well supported and
enabled to do so. The book is a result of the Tellnet project (Teachers’ Lifelong Learning Networks, 2009-12),
supported under the Lifelong Learning Programme.
 Read more here
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CPDLab courses for teacher professional
development
The EC-funded CPDLab project offers courses for teachers’ professional development
in three topics: Interactive Whiteboards in schools, eSafety and Future Classroom
Scenarios. These 5-day courses will run at summer 2013 at European Schoolnet's
Future Classroom Lab in Brussels. Until now, we have received around 280 applications
for all three courses together. The most popular course has been Future Classroom
Scenarios, followed by the Interactive Whiteboard course and the eSafety course. The
pre-registration remains open until mid-April or until the course seats are all taken.
 Read more here

Developing CPDLab courses – Validation
workshop in Brussels
Validation is an important part of developing courses aimed for panEuropean teacher training. The second phase of validation has already
included several components: review of the courses and supporting
materials; a validation questionnaire and a validation workshop. Over 30
experts - project partners, course leads, focus group teachers and other experts - participated in the workshop
in February in Brussels.
 Read more here

Interviewing CPDLab partners and teachers
During a workshop held in February, a few of the CPDLab partners and focus
group teachers had a time to share with us their views on teachers continuing
professional development. See the interviews here!
 Read more here

Teacher Professional Development for the
Digital Age, follow-up to EMINENT 2012
Following the successful workshop at EUN’s EMINENT Conference 2012
attended by EUN’s Ministries of Education and industry partners, follow-up
discussions on localisation are being held with interested parties through EUN’s IWB working group, the Insafe
network and iTEC partners. As part of a wider dissemination and exploitation strategy a workshop with regional
representatives will be held in Brussels at the end of May, together with some follow-up webinars sharing more
information about the each of the courses. Project partners are also in discussion with interested parties at a
national/regional level.
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The first set of Living Schools Lab best
practice videos available
As one of its objectives, the Living Schools Lab project aims to showcase and
demonstrate good practices from schools that are successfully embedding ICT
in teaching and learning. One part of this practice sharing are videos provided by schools. The first set of “best
practice” videos, provided by the Advanced Schools, is now published and it includes examples of ICT
implemented on school level.
 Read more here

Growing the Living Schools Lab network
The Living Schools Lab network was started earlier this year with 24 Advanced
Schools (AS) from 12 European countries (one primary and one secondary
school from each). Now, the network is growing with the entry of 60 Advanced
Practitioner Schools (AP), an additional five schools from each country (two
primary and three secondary schools). Through the regional clusters, the
Advanced Schools will help the Advanced Practitioner Schools with their plans to scale-up innovative use of ICT
across the whole school.
 Read more here

Sharing practice for a collaborative school
development
We interviewed two teachers working in Advanced Schools to hear their
thoughts on the project. See the interviews at the Living Schools Lab website.
 Read more here

Implementing LSL in Portuguese schools
José Moura Carvalho, coordinator of the team for educational resources and
technology at Portugal's Direcção-Geral da Educação, speaks on how the
Living Schools Lab project will drive innovation and change in Portuguese
schools.
 Read more here
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Creative
Classrooms Lab

European Schoolnet’s new project: Creative Classrooms Lab
The Creative Classrooms Lab project will provide a pan-European, controlled experimentation involving 45
classrooms in nine countries (five per country) on the use of tablets in secondary schools to inform and help
steer policy development related to the implementation of 1:1 pedagogical approaches. By combining resources
and sharing expertise, as well as co-designing action research pilots with suppliers , the project will enable
Ministries of Education to address common policy challenges related to the rapid introduction of tablet
technologies. The participating countries are Austria, Belgium (Flemish and Wallonian regions), Czech Republic,
Lithuania, Italy, Portugal, Slovenia and United Kingdom.
There will be a particular focus on how practice is changed as a result of tablets being used for collaboration,
personalisation and active learning, as well as on successful integration of tablets with classroom technologies
already in mainstream use (e.g. interactive whiteboards, VLEs, pupil response devices, etc.). Given the relatively
small scale of the project and in order to facilitate a controlled experimentation, scenarios will coalesce around
STEM topics.
The project wil start officially in April 2013 and we will post news and information through this newsletter as
well as the project website when it's available. This two-year project is supported under the European
Commission’s Lifelong Learning Programme.
Creative Classrooms Lab partners:
 European Schoolnet, BE
 University of Wolverhampton, UK
 Direção-Geral da Educação (DGE), PT
 Centre of Information Technologies in Education (CITE), LT
 National Education Institute, SL
 Bundesministerium für Unterricht, Kunst und Kultur (BMUKK), AT
 Dům zahraničních služeb, CZ
 Flemish Ministry of Education, BE
 Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles, BE
 e-Learning Foundation, UK
 INDIRE, IT
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About the projects
CPDLab
The two-year CPDLab project (http://cpdlab.eun.org), started in October 2011,
aims to improve the quality of ICT-related Continuing Professional Development
available to teachers, school leaders and other school staff and help schools
become effective learning environments by offering a portfolio of training courses
directly related to the needs of teachers in the future classroom. The CPDLab
project is developing three courses on: the pedagogical use of interactive
whiteboards; eSafety in the future classsroom; and, future classroom scenarios.
These pan-European courses have been developed in collaboraton with DGE, INDIRE, FNBE, UOULU, and NCIE
and teachers from each country. Each courses is designed in a modular style, to facilitate localisation according
to country/region needs. The courses are being run as 5 day workshops from Summer 2013, with teachers able
to apply for a Comenius in-service training grant to attend the courses in the FCL, Brussels.
The CPDLab project is partly financed under the European Commission’s Lifelong
Learning Programme.

Creative Classrooms Lab
Starting in April 2013, the project will provide a pan-European, controlled experimentation involving 45
classrooms in nine countries on the use of tablets in secondary schools to inform and help steer policy
development related to the implementation of 1:1 pedagogical approaches. By combining resources and sharing
expertise, as well as co-designing action research pilots with suppliers (Associate Partners), the project will
enable Ministries of Education to address common policy challenges related to the rapid introduction of tablet
technologies.
The Creative Classrooms Lab project is partly financed under the European
Commission’s Lifelong Learning Programme.

Living Schools Lab
Started in October 2012, Living Schools Lab (http://lsl.eun.org) is a two-year
project funded by the European Commission’s FP7 programme and coordinated
by European Schoolnet. It includes 12 Ministries of Education and aims to create:





A sustainable, growing network of primary and secondary schools, based
around regional clusters that showcase and share best practice and ways to successfully embed the use of
technology in teaching and learning (T&L) across the whole school.
A strong community of practice for schools, supported by a collaborative school development model
providing professional development opportunities for teachers and management.
Opportunities for schools to get involved in action-based research, creating links with outside partners
including industry and other pan-European projects.

The Living Schools Lab project is partly financed under the European Commission’s
FP7 Programme.

For further information and to see how you can be involved, please visit the project websites.
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Future Classroom Lab
The Future Classroom Lab in Brussels is a fully equipped, reconfigurable,
teaching and learning space developed by European Schoolnet, its 30
supporting Ministries of Education and leading educational technology
providers. To know more, please see the website at http://fcl.eun.org or
contact us at fcl@eun.org

Future Classroom Lab industry partners:
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